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The New Historicismw Theory wsed by Urvashi Butaliaw inv The
Other Side of the Silence

New Historicism s anv interesting new way to look at
literatwre. It iy v recovutruction of the past fromv the present
perspective and emphasizes the role of the present inv reshaping
the paust to- enhance ity Wttty for contemporary cgritestnIv the
awticle "Professing the Renaissance’ (1989), Lowis A, Montrose
sayy that New Historicism is av returv to- history from the post-
structwralist focus on language. He also- foysthadt” it s about
"the historicity of texty and textuality of history" (qtd. inAbroms
245). The text possesses historigity ag (N situated within a
sociol ands cultwral context, whereas history asserty o claim to-
textuality, givenw that alcess to- the complete lived true past is
unattainable, leawing anly gemnoanty of it preserved.New
Historicism regawrds dmlitexony work not as a nawrative for
interpretation but as a manifestation of historical forces. “There
s no- such thig as objective history because nawratives are, like
languages, preduced inv o context and are governed by the
sogtal, econgmic, and political interesty of the dominant groupy
or bastituwtions” (Noyow 203). New Historicism, a contemporawy
literowry! criticism movement, examines the sociald, cultuwwral,
historical, economic, and political ramifications of the text. Ity
focus o culture ay text, bosed on the work of anthwopologist
Clifford Geerty, means that there are move things that cow be
"read) (Abrams 245). Due to- this cudtuwral significance, Stephesv
Greenblatt and other notable new historicist scholars examine
morginaliged literawy and non-literawy texty or works.
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Greenblatt chawacteriges it as “o shift away from a criticism

centred ow ‘verbal icons’ toward o criticism centred on cultural
artifacty’ (Leawning 3). Carolyn Porter notes that New
Historicism and ity methodology ave prominently reflected inv
the works of several intellectuals;, including Louis Althusser,
Michel Foucalt, Frederic Jameson, Raymond Williams, Mikhail
Bakhtin, Tervy Eagleton, and Haydenw White (qtdain Véser 743 -
49).New Historicism became populawr ivv the 198058\ Raymond
Willioums'ss Mawrxism ands Literatwre (1977) angl Edwowrds Said’s
Orientalism (1978) awe two works that Aielped Stout it. The
Americon critic Greenbladt come up Wwithv the termv "New
Historicism." Most people think that his beok Renaissance Self-
Fashioning: From More to- Shakespeares (1980) s where it all
stowted. Simidow trendsf) awe observable in JW. Lever’s The
Tragedy of State: A Study of Jacebean Dramav (1987). This shovt
but important work qieestioned o lot of orthodox ideas about
Jacobean theater and connected the playsy much wmore
intimately to-ghe political events of the day. Greenblatt has also-
writtensshihe Forms of Power and the Power of Forms in the
ReAaissonce, (1982), Shakespearearv Negotiations: The
Curdulation of Social Energy in Renaissance England (1988),
and Lebuning to Cuwrse (1990). The estublishiment of the
magagine Representutions i 1982 further propelled the new
historicist studies. Jerome McGarnwn, Majorie Levinson, Marilyn
Butler, Catherine Gallagher, Jeffrey Knapp, Lowis Montrose,
Stepherv Orgel, Walter Bevuwv Michaels, and others are also- well-
knoww practitioners of this theory. New Historicism assertsy that
texty awe integral to- quotidian actionsy and awve deeply
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entrenched, withinv the ingtitutions and power dynamics of

maingtreams culture. New Historicismy iy a technique that
irwolves reading literawy and now-literawy materials from the
same historical time side by side. In other words, & wont
‘privilege’ the literawy text. New Historicism evwisions and
implementy o style of study where literowy and now-literowy texty
are accorded equal significance; perpetually inforwtong and
interrogating one another. A new historicist essaypustaally stouty
withv. v story from history instead of thef wsual ~literowy
interpretations. Lowis Montrose's 1983 essay, "‘AFMidsummer
Night's Dreawm and Shaping Fantasies, of Elizabethan Culture:
Gender, Power, Forms' iy anv exdample of this method. Montrose's
awrticle beging withy the words;, "I wowld like to- recount awn
tligabethan dream—not) Shakespeare’s A Midsuwmumner Night's
Dreoun but one dreamt byl Simowy Formoawv ow 23 Jarwwowy 1597
(167). Peter Bawry furtheg \asserty that these nowratives possess
the weight of docuwmentution, chavacterized by dvamatic
openersy andgspecific citations of dates and locations; so-
impoutinvgy to~the reader the sensation of o lived event. In this
sesse, the now-literowy text becomes av "co-text" of the literary
worky instedd of a "con-text." Richoawd Wilsonw and Richowd
DuttorWdo- o good job of explaining this process in the
introduction to- their book New Historicismy and Renaissance
Dramav (1992) Jacques Derridowy Deconstruction asserty that o
singulow or definitive interpretation commnot be ascribed to- the
word withiw the text. It lety the text show a vawiety of different
voices that donwt always agree withv each other. New Historicism
asserty that ao work iy not anv independent entity of imwmutable
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meanings;, but rather embodies a plwrality of discordant voices
ond wsolved tersionsy withinn av pawticdlar culture. Post-
structwralisty strive to- devive meaning solely from o 'close
reading of the text, whereas new historicisty focus ow the
cultuwral context inv which the text is situated. New Historicism
concury withy Dexrida’'s assertion that “there iy nothing outside
the text” (158), in the specific sevuse that all aspecty of tle past
are accessible to-the reader solely in textualiged formy they are
‘thwice-processed;” initially thwough the ideologies;)perspectives;
or discursive practices of their evay, subsequety, thirgugly those of
individuods, ond, ultimately thwoughv the distorting framework
of language itself.

New Historicism is openv-minded and embraces all kinds of
vawionces and deviatiovly. But it iy not the same as the Margist
ideav of freedom;, which sglely applies to- the working class. It
provides o political UeiPretation of the book by offering a
platform for culturally and psychologically disadvantaged and
disenfranchised individuals, pawticlarly women. It also- agrees
with thesRosteolonial way of thinking that critics like Edward
Sadd;, Gayathwi Chakrovorthy Spivak, and Homi K. Bhaba have
pusted for It talks about how language and cultures mirxed inv
colonidl and post-colonial countries; and it talks about post-
colonialism as o way of talking.Michel Foucaudt iy arguably the
power, epistemology, subjectivity, and ideology howve affected
criticy v fields other thanw literawy studies; including as
political science;, history, and anthwopology. New Historicism is
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Lberal principles of hwmawn freedom;, and it embraces and

celebrates oll types of difference and 'devionce.'The new
historicist movement owes a lot to- the work of Foucault, who-
based his work onw the idea that there are limity to- what we coanv
know as v group and on hig method of looking at o wide range
of texty to- leawnw about the episteme of a certainy moment. New
Historicism iy based on the work of Foucauldt, notablyWey latter
work ow power and subjectivity. It seeks to- understanda literary
piece as o expressiovw of or response to- the poer structures of
the swrrounding society.The Old histori€aly, method) viewed
literatuwre ond history as text oandy cowtext, whereas New
Historicism regords them as text and Gg-text, eschewing the
distinction betweew literature and higtory, the aesthetic and
the actual. The Older historical method argued that literature
mirroved the collective YWworldgview' of a specific era. New
Hutoricism differs by™emgenting that no eraw orv civiligationw
possesses o singular, homogeneous worldview; rather, it is
characterigeds/by internal diversity, rendering it heterogeneous.
In thesimtiroduction to- his 1995 book Historicism, critic Paud
Hamilton gives o cleawr and simple description of historicism
andysays that it has two- main pointy of view:Historicism iy o
criticalimovement that emphasiges the pavamount significance
of historical context inthe understanding of vawrious texts. First,
& wanty to- put the remaowk v ity historical context, whether it iy
philosophical, historical, awtistic, or something else. Second; it
wsually goes back to-look at how any historical work iy likely to-
show the interesty and biases of the time it was produced.
Historicism iy skeptical of the noarratives that history presenty
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about itself; covwersely, it iy as wawry of ity ownw pawtisanship.New
Historicism entaily the sinudtoneouws examination of literawy
and non-literawry texty; the termv ‘pavallel signifies the
fundamental distinction between ‘New’ and ‘Old’ methodologies
i literature that howe utilized historicall material. Historical
methods of the past put the literowy text and the historical basis
v a hierawchy.The mainv ond most important tfference
gives "equal weight" to- literawry and novw-literady material. The
term "awrchivall' inv the phwase "the aurchival £ontinmdm’' jcaptures
a second key distinction between gld andaNew Historicism. The
term "awrchivall' signifies that New Higtowicism s o historicist
movement rather thonw o historical one. So; New Historicism
looks at how autistic ald non-awtistic texty awe related inw o
cevtoinv society. The formerihistoical method was inferior to- New
Historicism, as it exaimiaed the text withinw the framework of
history. In contrast, New Historicism iy o critical anadytical
approach thapfexamines the text as o locus of power dynamics
(Noayous2Q1 ). Lt exaumines the cultural discowrse of the text and
tyfera.. Consequently, it serves as evidence in substantiating the
textual facts. This means that New Historicismw iy better thaw the
previowy way.There are many reasons why New Historicism has
become o popuwlowr way to- criticize. It has encowraged and
affected o retuwwrn to history ond cultwe from the eawlier
preoccupationn  withy  the dry realm of pwe theory.
Another umportant thing that new historicism does iy give
different meanings to- a piece of literature.:New Historicism iy
based ov post-structuralist theories, and v certain ways, it is
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shaped by Derrvida's deconstruction and Lacownw's psychoanalysis.
But it doesn't fully follow all of the poststructuwralisty rules and
instead utilizes o style that iy easier to- wndevstand. New
Historicism intervenes v cultural disputes and seeks to-
comprehend the culture of repressed ov suppressed individuals.
This type of literawy study will aid av student inv understanding

practical criticism. He hawvshly criticiges Critical
methods and thinks that the between texty and
other types of social productionw or e complicated thoaw
formalist criticismv would howve ws Leve.Historionsy do- not
regowd, New Historicism @s very valuable because it depends o
a solitawy historical i to- serve as evidence for oww
peripheral topic withinv a




